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Andreas Postler works in the field of economics and statistics at Aluminium Deutschland e.V.. He studied economics
at the Gerhard Mercator University of Duisburg and earned his doctorate in 2010 from the Mercator School of
Management / University of Duisburg-Essen.

Since 2007, he has been engaged in economic analysis, market monitoring, and statistical reporting at Aluminium
Deutschland.

As a recognized industrial expert, Andreas Postler contributes to various committees and working groups, including
those of the German Central Bank (Deutsche Bundesbank), the Federation of German Industries (BDI), and
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Abstract:

Aluminium plays a crucial role in achieving climate neutrality, contributing to the energy transition, and enabling
circular economy models. Due to its unique properties, it is indispensable in many industries and critical for
safety-related applications. In recognition of this fact, the European Union has classified aluminium as a critical raw
material (Critical Raw Materials Act), while NATO considers it an essential material for defence and resilience.
Despite the possibility of producing primary aluminium with relatively low CO, emissions, several smelters have
closed in Europe in recent years due to globally uncompetitive electricity prices. At the same time, recycling
companies have invested heavily in expanding their capacities, but are increasingly faced with a shortage of
aluminium scrap — the most important secondary raw material needed for sustainable operation. This supply gap is
exacerbated by the trade agreement between the EU and the US, which creates opportunities for arbitrage due to
asymmetrical customs structures. While aluminium products are subject to high import duties in the US, scrap metal
remains largely duty-free, which creates incentives for its export and accelerates the outflow of strategic resources
from the EU. This not only undermines the competitiveness of European manufacturers, but also jeopardizes security
of supply and strategic autonomy. The current design of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) further
complicates matters. Even with possible revisions by 2026, the CBAM does not offer effective protection against
carbon leakage for the aluminium sector. Instead, it places an additional burden on an already struggling industry.
Aluminium Germany calls for a “Stop the clock” on CBAM for aluminium, competitive energy prices, free ETS
allocations, and a European scrap policy with export restrictions — measures essential to securing the future and
resilience of aluminium production in Europe.
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